
        
 
President’s Message 
 
Happy Summer!  We’ve waited a long 
time for this warm weather and the 
chance to be outside with family and 
friends.  I hope this newsletter finds you 
well and full of creative ways to greet, 
meet and stay safe. 
 
Recently, we were saddened to learn of 
the passing of long-time CFUW-N 
member, Marguerite Doritty.  Marguerite 
was a woman of considerable talent, 
both from a professional and creative 
perspective.  She was a most 
accomplished woman, and contributed 
her talents to many organizations and 
committees in the county, and 
specifically with CFUW-N.  Marguerite will 
be very much missed as a strong 
supporter and participant in our club. 
 
Thank you to the 51 members who were 
able to complete the voting via SURVEY 
MONKEY at our virtual June Annual 
General Meeting.  While I had hoped for 
a greater response from the 
membership, the results were 
unanimously in support of all the stated 
motions.  Firstly, I officially welcome our 
new Vice-President, Susan Somerville, to 
the Executive.   Susan brings a wealth of 
leadership skills and new ideas to 
enhance the CFUW-N experiences and 
goals.  Secondly, the motion to increase 
the value of      our      scholarships    and  

 
 
 
 
bursaries from $750 to $1000 was also 
unanimously accepted.  I can’t think of a 
better time than now to provide our 
scholarship recipients with this substantial 
award.  You will be reading about the 
winners in the following pages of this 
newsletter.  I had the pleasure to 
correspond with each recipient and it 
was truly delightful to read how grateful 
and excited they ALL are about their 
awards.  And finally, our new scholarship 
for the youth-in-care will also be 
awarded.  Wonderful news all around! 
 
I attended (virtually) the Ontario Council 
AGM and the CFUW National AGM in 
June.  Both meetings were lengthy and 
were not completed in the time allotted.  
Subsequent meetings for each 
organization have been scheduled for 
August.  
 
Of interest at the national meeting was 
the discussion regarding the Guelph 
motion.  Members from across Canada 
had a chance to speak both for and 
against Article 4, i.e. removing GWI from 
the Articles and By-laws document.  After 
considerable back-and-forth dialogue, 
the vote was called and the motion was 
defeated, once again, by the slimmest 
of margins.  Despite the 
recommendations from the mediation 
committee (that was struck to help 
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navigate the conflicting sentiment 
concerning GWI) that the Guelph motion 
should pass, it did not.  It is my opinion 
that too many clubs were attached to 
the sentimentality of belonging to GWI 
from an historic aspect rather than 
ensuring that CFUW remain financially 
solvent and capable of independently 
choosing which international 
organizations that support women, they 
wish to promote.  Part Two may shed 
some light on the next steps our national 
organization will take to move forward.  
Stay tuned. 
 
More good news….Northumberland 
County is opened for business!  Due to 
the valiant efforts of good citizens, our 
county is moving to Stage 3 of the Covid-
19 plan of action.  What will this mean for 
CFUW-N?  Presently, we are preparing for 
our first meeting of the year on Monday 
September 14 via ZOOM.  Several 
exciting things usually happen at that first 
meeting but due to the limitations of 
virtual meetings, we will switch things up 
a little to welcome back everyone in a 
virtual format and to present our Meet 
Our Members speakers.  This year, new 
members Lissa D’Amour and Susan 
Somerville will address us with anecdotes 
of their most interesting careers and 
experiences.  It’s always such a 
wonderful way to get to know our new 
members and to make connections in 
this sometimes small world, when we 
hear their stories. 
 
Margaret Robinson, our Membership 
Director, will be welcoming back all our 
returning members and any new 
members who wish to join CFUW-N.  We 
will have more information about dues, 
membership, and adding your name 
and/or updating any new personal 
information to the directory in our August 
newsletter.   
 

Bettsy Hunter, our Interest Group Director, 
has provided a calendar listing some the 
groups that are on-the-go at CFUW-N.  
More information about other Interest 
Groups and sign-up procedures will also 
be available in the August newsletter. 
 
Presently, we do not have confirmation 
about the availability of either Port Hope 
High School library or HTM offices for our 
General Meetings.  Until that time, our 
meetings will be virtual, and with your 
patience as we navigate the 
technology, it should all work out.   
We will send out instructions for installing 
the ZOOM application on your computer 
if you have not already done so, in the 
August newsletter.   
 
Finally, we do not yet have any decisions 
made about our Scholarship Luncheon 
event. However, we are hopeful that we 
can make it happen sooner than later, 
with safety being our top priority.  
 
Please remember …. if you know of any 
member who may need any type of 
support, a friendly phone call, a get-well 
card or who may have suffered a loss, 
please let either Margaret Robinson (905) 
373-9262 or Ruth Kerr (905) 885-8295 
know.  We are all here to help each 
other. 
 
Stay well, stay safe, and enjoy these 
summer months! 
 
Christine Kwiatkowski 
 
 

 
 



 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 
OUR 2020 SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENTS 

Anna Strybosch  
St. Mary’s Catholic Secondary School 
Anna will be entering the Teachers 
Education Stream program at Trent 
University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Abbey Morrison 
Port Hope High School 
Abbey will be entering the Customs 
Border Services program at Fleming  
College. 
 

 

Kayla Pyke 
Campbellford District High School 
Kayla will be attending Wilfred Laurier 
University.  She will be doing a double 
major in Business Administration and 
Financial Math. 



 
Marley McKenzie 
Cobourg Collegiate Institute 
Marley will be going to the University of 
Guelph to study Geomatics. 
 
 

Crystal McWilliam 
Centre for Individual Studies 
Northumberland Crystal will be studying 
to become a paramedic at Loyalist 
College (Bancroft). 
 
 

 
Isobel Flindall 
East Northumberland Secondary School 
Isobel will be entering the honours 
mathematics stream at the University of 
Waterloo.  
 
 



   

Speaker Series 
Fall 2020 

 
SEPTEMBER 14, 2020 

 
Lissa D’Amour, CFUW-N member.   

 
Lissa taught at the University of Calgary and has just written a book 

about analyzing anxiety in teaching and learning relations. 
 

Susan Somerville, CFUW-N Vice-President. 
 

 Susan was the Dean of Hospitality, Recreation and Tourism at Humber 
College where, among many other things, she was involved in 

fundraising and student awards. Prior to that, Susan was a professor 
and programme coordinator at Humber. 

 
OCTOBER 5, 2020 

 
What Public Health Does (when it’s not dealing with COVID 19) 

Speaker to be announced. 
 

NOVEMBER 2, 2020 
 

Janelle Eisler from Cornerstone Northumberland. 
 

 Janelle will take us through a quick video tour of Cornerstone and 
explain what she does. 

 
Stay tuned for information about the place and time for these 

meetings- 
Zoom or otherwise. 

 
 
 



    

Political Discussion Group 
We were meeting the fourth Thursday of the month at 2:00 p.m. in person. Now we are 
continuing to keep connected by Zoom throughout June, July and August more 
frequently. There are so many political situations to debate that we have numerous 
suggestions and often cover more than one, sometimes just by email. It is a keen group! 
Ruth Kerr 
 
Discussion Group 
Meeting on the third Tuesday of each month at members’ homes. 2:00-4:00.  During 
COVID-19, we are Zooming at this time. Discussions are continuing via Zoom throughout 
the summer. Currently discussing Black Lives Matter and systemic racism.  
Liz Hammond 

CFUW-N INTEREST GROUPS 
 

Many of our groups have been running on Zoom or other platforms during COVID-
19. Below are reports from some of our groups as well as a calendar of the 
meeting times and contact names.  

CFUW-N Executive 
2020-2021 

 
President                             Christine Kwiatkowski       (416) 806-9658 
Vice-President                    Susan Somerville              (416) 803-9030 
Past-President                     Ruth Kerr                             (905) 885-8295 
Treasurer                              Marg McAulay                    (905) 885-1633 
Secretary                             Beverly Clark                        (905) 342-1085 
Secretary                             Dawn Simpson                   (905) 733-7433 
Membership Director         Margaret Robinson           (905) 373-9262 
Social Director                    Jan Shaw                          (905) 885-2955 
Interest Group Director       Bettsy Hunter                      (905) 396-6425 
Scholarship Director          Jane McCaig                       (905) 372-4495 
Communications               Elizabeth Hammond            (647) 999-4140 
Member-at-Large*            VACANT 
 
*We are in need of a member to join us on the Executive as a Member-at-Large. 
It is an ideal opportunity to be involved in helping our club move forward and to 
focus on our goals and objectives while contributing your valuable ideas. Please 
consider joining us for the 2020-2021 year. The job description is simple: we’d love 
your input and ideas!  



  
Book Club Discussion Group 
I am happy to report that the Book Discussion Group had 19 members this year; we 
continue to meet on the second Thursday of each month, except for July and August. I 
expect most members to return next year, but we are open to new members. I am 
planning to continue as leader, unless there is an uprising. We read 3 memoirs: one 
about a difficult childhood, one about relationships between father and son over the 
semester of a university course on The Odyssey, and one about trauma and addiction 
and recovery. We read a biography in the Genius series about Leonardo da Vinci. 
Fiction ranged from Stoner, a classic about a university professor, to more recent novels 
about the precariousness of the American Dream, young black men in Toronto, a young 
black man escaping slavery in the 19th century, and a young Jewish man surviving 
Auschwitz. 
We have not let Covid-19 interrupt our meetings, and have carried out the last 2 on 
Zoom, with good attendance, and much joy at being able to see and talk to each 
other. We would be happy to have new members. They need to contact me by email, 
and I will send them the schedule for Sept/20 to June/21 and include them on Zoom. 
Anne Tesluk  
 
Afternoon Book Club 
We have between 11-12 members.  Some of our members go south for the winter (or did, 
who knows next year) so we usually have about 7 members at each meeting - which is 
good, as most members don’t have the room to host larger groups.   We would be willing to 
look at adding additional members but not many.   I think our favourite book this year was 
The Huntress by Kate Quinn.  
Vicki Mock 
 
 Thursday Evening Bridge has been an interest group since CFUW Northumberland 
started in 1991.  Several of the original members continue to play 29 years later.  As a 
group, we have supported each other through good times and bad.  Cancers, death of 
a loved one, immune disorders, severe burns and divorces have been parried by a 
wedding, birthday celebrations, birth of grandchildren, successful recoveries and grand 
slams.  Within the group, we’ve gone from leading out aces to playing duplicate on-line 
with international partners.  With Covid-19 limiting live play, more than half our players 
continue with on-line social bridge.  
Dorothy Geale 

 
The Antiquers Group meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 2:00 pm, every 
month from September to June. We take turns hosting in our homes. If our membership 
remains the same, we have 15 members. Even in pre-pandemic times, this was too many 
to fit into many residences, so definitely too many to accommodate with social 
distancing. So I am sorry to say that we will not be able to invite anyone new to join us 
this year, even if we lose some members.  
Catharine Waugh 

 
 

 
 



 Lunch Group # 2 has been together for about 10 years. In the absence of 
pandemics, we meet on the third Thursday of the month. For the past few years we 
have also had an evening Christmas party with spouses, partners and friends. 
We currently have 9 members, though one member is away for several months in the 
winter.  We really can not accommodate more than 8 regularly, as several members 
have downsized in retirement. One member has a very large garden with loads of 
shade which is a great location for the final lunch in June. This even happened this year 
as we met and sat 6 ft apart in the garden and brought our own lunch and wine 
glasses. 
During COVID-19 we have had two Zoom sessions which were amusing. We have also 
been in touch via email with many suggestions for activities for grand kids stuck at 
home.  
In the last few years the group has provided continued great support to members and 
their spouses through difficult medical issues.  
Helen Banfield 
 
Lunch Group #3 
Our group meets on the third Thursday of each month. It is currently full with 8 
participants and one spare. We have had one Real Virtual Lunch on Zoom for which I 
sent out recipes in advance, and we all ate and chatted together – and even included 
our spouses. It was a great success and will probably happen again.  
Hilary Walker 
 
 
Lunch Group #5 
Third Thursday of the month Gourmet Group.  
This group has been going for maybe 13 plus years. There have been people in and out 
but we do have a core group of 8 now.  To give you an idea of how our group works in 
case you want to start a new one up with others in the club: we meet eight times a 
year. Each person gets to be hostess once where they choose the theme example 
Greek. The hostess does the main course. The rest of the meal consists of Appetizers, 
Soup/Salad and Dessert all on the same theme but everyone comes up with their own 
recipes. The hostess is responsible for the wine (to go with her theme main course). tea 
and coffee.  
Linda Nicol 
 
NOTE: More Gourmet Groups can be added if CFUW-N members are interested in getting 
together to form one.   
 
 

 



 
 

  

CALENDAR OF CFUW-N CLUBS 



 
 

 
In celebration of CFUW’s 100th Anniversary, Dr. Dianne Dodd, a Canadian 

historian, was commissioned to write our history in a book entitled:             
“Our 100 Years:  The Canadian Federation of University Women”.                

One copy has been purchased by our club for members to borrow.  If you 
wish to have your own copy, you may purchase it from Amazon.ca for $18.95 

(plus tax and shipping) or request it from our local book stores for $24.95. 
 


